Imagine your first day arriving at the George P. Shultz National Foreign Affairs Training Center, to which you have been assigned for intensive foreign language training. In many corners of the 72-acre campus, you hear speakers of foreign languages -in classrooms, lounges, and the cafeteria; on the walkway and just about everywhere.
Some have compared the Foreign Service Institute (FSI) School of Language Studies to a kind of language emporium. Its 70 language sections range from small 'boutiques' (Finnish, Telegu, Lao), to moderately sized 'shops' (Vietnamese, German, Polish), to six large 'anchor stores' (Arabic, Chinese, Russian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese). FSI teaches widely spoken and less widely spoken world languages with training goals focused on developing language proficiency in speaking and reading, as measured by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) scale. This scale, sometimes still referred to as the FSI scale, had its birth at FSI in the 1950s (www.govtilr.org/Skills/IRL%20 Scale%20History.htm). The scale is designed to measure an individual's ability to speak and read a foreign language. The scale ranges from 0 to 5. The numbers later came to include plus points added, so that today, for example, there are ratings of 0+, 1+, and so on up the scale. The numbers represent the following:
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